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labor market situations and attitudes towards social mobility among youth in modern day Hong
Kong. Our results show that downward mobility is experienced and perceived by the young
generation. Objectively, decline in income and middle class job attainment is recorded for youth at
all education levels. But, youth labor market returns are still largely determined by education
background, with those who hold a university degree earning more than the median income of the
entire working population and are more likely to enter middle class than less educated youth.
Subjectively, first, compared with their older counterparts, youth in Hong Kong are less likely to
identify themselves as middle class, though their desire to be its member is stronger. Second, they
not only see insufficient chances for upward mobility and fewer opportunities for personal
development in Hong Kong, and are dissatisfied about that. They also feel pessimistic towards their
future. Nonetheless, based on the findings of our previous studies, we argue that active participation
in social movements among youth is not due to their perspective experiences and perceptions of
downward mobility. Instead, we call for more appropriate policies in facilitating career development
and life planning of our young generation. These measures include the increase of subsidies in
university education, the provision of vocational education and training to non—university graduates,
the diversification of economic and employment structures, and the implementation of social
citizenship to all residents at different life cycle stages, which would reduce the chances of
downward mobility and let youth from different backgrounds integrate fully into the mainstream
society of Hong Kong.

Keywords. youth; social mobility; middle class; earnings inequality; social citizenship

Population Aging and the Need of Senior Citizens for Retirement Security in Hong Kong
................................................................................................ Chow Wing—sun (75)
Summary: Hong Kong is facing a crisis of a rapidly growing aging population and the serious need
of preventing senior citizens from falling into poverty. The Department of Social Work and Social
Administration at the University of Hong Kong was given the task in 2013 by the Commission on
Poverty of the Hong Kong SAR Government to study the future development of retirement security
in Hong Kong. This article summarizes the findings of the study, which was completed a year later.
In short, the research team of the study recommends the introduction of universal old age pension
as it is socially most acceptable, financially fair and sustainable, and incurring the least
administrative costs. The universal old age pension is also seen as the most effective way to ensure
present and future generations of senior citizens in Hong Kong of having a stable and secure
income.

Keywords. population aging; retirement security; poverty in old age; universal old age pension

Cooperative Governance among Government, Statutory Bodies and Society: the Case Study
of Urban P|anning Sygern in Hong Kong ....................................... Zhang Nandiyang (85)
Summary: Cooperative governance is meaningful exploration for effective public administration.
Existing studies mostly focused on the cooperation between government and society rather than
shedding light on the statutory bodies. This study concentrates on the working mechanism among
government, statutory bodies and society in Hong Kong’s urban planning system. It argues that by a
“Govt. =Statutory body—Govt.” pattern, the two cooperatively operate Hong Kong’s urban planning
system, where society plays an essential role as well.

Keywords: cooperative governance; statutory bodies; urban planning; Hong Kong
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